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Welcome to our second season 
in the beautiful surroundings 
of His Majesty’s Theatre.
John Wilson, our recently appointed Associate Guest 
Conductor, makes his first Aberdeen appearance with us and  
kicks off the season with Elgar’s beloved ‘Enigma’ Variations;  
BBC SSO regular Martyn Brabbins brings all his expertise in 
Russian music to Tchaikovsky’s overwhelming Sixth Symphony 
– a musical experience that demands to be heard live; and  
the orchestra’s Leader, Laura Samuel, will direct a programme 
that includes two of Mozart’s most famous works, the  
‘Jupiter’ symphony and Eine kleine Nachtmusik.

In addition we’ll be bringing the BBC’s Ten Pieces project  
to the city, as the basis of a special family concert. Using ten 
famous Classical works, this hour-long concert is a perfect 
introduction to orchestral music for everyone aged 8  
and over. Bring all the family! 

During the refurbishment of the Music Hall it’s important to us 
that the BBC SSO continues to give concerts in Aberdeen and 
I’m sure you will find plenty to delight and surprise you across 
our season. Aberdeen audiences have been amongst our most 
loyal for many years and I’m delighted that we’re also reaching 
new people when we play at our temporary home.

Have a wonderful time.

Dominic Parker
Director, BBC SSO
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Elgar
Tchaikovsky 

Thomas Dausgaard
Chief Conductor

Ilan Volkov
Principal Guest Conductor 

Matthias Pintscher 
Artist-in-Association     

John Wilson
Associate Guest Conductor 

Donald Runnicles
Conductor Emeritus

Laura Samuel 
Leader

The concerts on 26 November  
and 21 January are currently 
scheduled to be recorded for  
future transmission on  
BBC Radio 3.



The ‘Enigma’ Variations, Elgar’s musical portrait 
gallery of his “friends pictured within”, is both a 
miniature symphony, and a uniquely revealing 
glimpse into the soul of a creative artist – and 
in ‘Nimrod’ has one of the most memorable 
moments in all of British music. Grieg’s delightful 
mock-Baroque tribute to an 18th century poet has 
a surprisingly big heart, too. Russian composer 
Alexander Glazunov, meanwhile, enshrines the 
spirit of a great violinist in a lusciously romantic 
concerto that sings, dances and sparkles like 
no other. Join us for the first of our concerts as, 
under John Wilson’s unique touch, each work 
springs vividly to life. 

Grieg 
Holberg Suite    

Glazunov  
Violin Concerto      

Elgar  
Variations on an original 
theme (Enigma)     

Roman Simović violin
John Wilson conductor

(approximate finish time: 3.40pm)

 

Sunday  
26.11.2017
2.00pm

Elgar’s ‘Enigma’ 
Variations 

Elgar
Tchaikovsky 

It was the composer’s brother who suggested the 
name for Tchaikovsky’s Sixth Symphony, and he told  
it like it is: “Pathétique” simply means “full of feeling”.  
And amidst all the myths and mysteries that surround  
the writing of Tchaikovsky’s final masterpiece, one  
thing’s clear: the melodic inspiration and emotional  
honesty of this glorious (but heartbreaking) music.  
Martyn Brabbins opens the concert in an altogether  
more languid world of Debussy’s Prélude à l’après-
midi d’un faune, and in between, there’s beauty, 
clarity and timeless grace in the first really great 
piano concerto by Mozart, featuring a soloist who’s  
only slightly older than the composer was when 
he wrote it, Arthur Jussen.

Debussy  
Prélude à l’après-midi  
d’un faune    

Mozart  
Piano Concerto No.9,  
K.271 ‘Jeunehomme’

Tchaikovsky  
Symphony No.6 
(Pathétique)        

Arthur Jussen piano
Martyn Brabbins conductor

(approximate finish time: 5.00pm)

 

Sunday  
21.01.2018
3.00pm

Tchaikovsky’s 
Pathétique 
Symphony

M
ozart



Tickets for Ten Pieces Live:
All areas: £12.00
Under 16s: £6.00
This event is not included in the 
three-concert ticket deal

M
ozart

The amazing thing about the two 18th century 
masterpieces in this concert is that no matter 
how many times you experience either the 
sublime simplicity of Eine kleine Nachtmusik or 
the Olympian invention of the ‘Jupiter’ Symphony, 
Mozart’s music stays fresh. The BBC SSO’s leader 
Laura Samuel brings a chamber musician’s insight 
to a concert that positively bristles with youthful 
energy: after all, Britten was still in his 20s when 
he wrote Les illuminations. It’ll make a vibrant 
showcase for soprano Claire Booth, paired with 
three exquisite musical watercolours by Britten’s 
teacher – and lifelong inspiration – Frank Bridge. 
A gloriously life-affi  rming afternoon.  

Mozart 
Serenade in G, K.525 
(Eine kleine Nachtmusik)   

Britten   
Les illuminations*  

Bridge   
Three Idylls (arranged for 
string orchestra)         

Mozart
Symphony No.41 (Jupiter)    

Claire Booth soprano*

Laura Samuel director

(approximate fi nish time: 5.00pm)

 

Sunday 
22.04.2018
3.00pm

Mozart’s ‘Jupiter’ 
Symphony 

Over the past few years the BBC’s Ten Pieces initiative has opened up the world of classical 
music to a generation of children, and inspired them to develop their own creative responses 
to ten specially-chosen pieces of music. Featuring famous music such as Beethoven’s Fifth 
Symphony, and Stravinsky’s The Firebird, there’s no better way to introduce children to the 
amazing sounds of a live orchestra and to some of the greatest music ever written.  

The concert will last approximately one hour with no interval. 
Recommended for ages 8+

Family 
Concert:
Sunday 
11.02.2018
3.00pm 

BBC Ten 
Pieces Live! 
The perfect introduction to 
classical music for all ages!



BBC Ten  
Pieces Live! 

Area I: £57.60 
for all three concerts (saving £14.40)  

Area II: £48.00  
for all three concerts (saving £12.00)

Area III: £38.40  
for all three concerts (saving £9.60) 

Single Tickets 
Area I: £24.00 
Area II: £20.00 
Area III: £16.00

Single tickets can be booked online:  
www.aberdeenperformingarts.com 

Single Ticket Discounts
£6 for Students and Unemployed
Full time students and registered unemployed can 
buy tickets in areas II & III for £6 each. Proof of 
status required.  

£6 for Under 16s and School Pupils 
Children under the ages of 16 and all school pupils 
are entitled to any seat for £6. 

Registered Disabled 
Both you and a companion will receive 50% 
discount on any single full price ticket.

Special Group Rates  
Group rates are available for bookings of 10  
or more. For details please telephone the  
Box Office (Monday – Friday).  

Box Office:  
01224 641122   

Book for all 3 Concerts and Save 20% 
Buy tickets for all three concerts and save 20% off the total price.  
Offer only applies to full price tickets and does not include the BBC 
Ten Pieces Live family concert.  
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Box Office:
01224 641122 
His Majesty’s Theatre 
Rosemount Viaduct 
Aberdeen
AB25 1GL

Customers’ personal details are held in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Data Protection Act 1998. If consent is given at the time of ticket 
purchase, this information will be passed to the BBC SSO and may be used to contact you with information about forthcoming concerts or BBC events. These 
details will not be passed on to any third party. If you wish to have your name removed from the orchestra’s mailing-list please e-mail: bbcsso@bbc.co.uk or 
telephone: 0141 422 6728. The information in this brochure was correct at the time of publishing. The BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra reserves the right to 
amend artists and programmes for any of the listed concerts if necessary. Design by d8.uk

All concerts in this series are promoted in 
association with Aberdeen Performing Arts.

Monday–Saturday 9.30am to 6.00pm
(and one hour before concerts)  

A large print, text-only version of this 
brochure is available, for a copy please 
telephone: 0141 552 0909 

BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra
BBC Scotland
City Halls, Candleriggs
Glasgow G1 1NQ
bbc.co.uk/bbcsso

Stay connected 
facebook.com/bbcsso
twitter: @bbcsso 
youtube.com/bbcsso
instagram.com/bbcsso 

Photos: Laura Samuel by Reuben Paris, 
Martyn Brabbins by Chris Christodoulou


